
Term 2, Week 1,  
29th April 2022 

 

Newsletter 

Principal’s Message … 
A warm welcome back to our students and families. We are desperately seeking a term 
2 that is full of normal school learning, routines and celebrations. We have started 
enthusiastically with abundant smiles and joyous greetings resonating around the 
College.  It has been a reflective break, considering the significance of Easter in our 
Christian journey and ‘Lest we Forget’ the sacrifice of the fallen, sick, injured and 
bereaved and to all those who contributed to securing the freedoms we enjoy 
today. Such commemorations help provide us with perspective and shift our thinking 

towards gratitude. 
 
I hope you had an opportunity over Easter and Anzac Day to reflect, appreciate and embrace fully, with 
joy and celebration, our many freedoms. I have been thinking about the challenges that sometimes feel 
overwhelming and paralysing and my thoughts turn towards those who have faced far greater ordeals 
than me – like our Anzacs. It is healthy to remember that, despite our best efforts, there are things we 
cannot change and the serenity prayer puts that into balance.  
 
“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can and 
the wisdom to know the difference.” 
 

During COVID we have had to accept many restrictions that required us to sacrifice some freedoms for 
the greater good. We are frequently faced with predicaments in our life that we are powerless to change 
and that can be maddening and frustrating. Such predicaments test our character and commitment to our 
values. In every ‘out of our control’ situation, we can control how we respond. The support of colleagues, 
family, friends and professional health support helps provide perspective and wisdom and the courage to 
change what is changeable. Our integrity, faith, strength of character and wisdom fortifies our response 
and hopefully promotes a solution focused, optimistic outlook. 
 
The best education for our students is the adults in their lives modelling how to best respond in all 
situations - challenging and joyous. To be companionate to self and others and to provide empathetic 
support. We can model when to give thanks, show gratitude and forgive. That’s what I observe the adults 
providing your child every day at school. 
 

Building Update 
The holiday break and some better weather has kept things on track, so we are still looking to move into 
Stage 1 around week 6 of this term. I will keep you posted on any developments. 
 
COVID Update 
Our staff are no longer wearing masks. They will wear a mask in circumstances that require prolonged 
close contact with a student. If we have a COVID outbreak, staff will return to wearing masks.  Students 
who are a close contact will continue to isolate and not attend school for 5 days.  
“Special Schools and schools with special education units, should consider requesting students enrolled in 
these settings to not attend the school site while they are a household/close contact.”   
 
Students who show COVID symptoms must remain at home. If they show COVID symptoms while at 
school, I would like families to continue surveillance testing with the RAHT tests provided. We have more 
to distribute and will send them home soon. I would like our community to continue using the RAHT until 
we have none left. 
 
Wonderful news! 
I am delighted to share with you the happy news of the safe arrival of baby Olive Philippa Gilkes, born to 
our Head of Teaching & Learning, Vivienne, on Good Friday.  We are very excited to welcome little Olive 
to our Eddie’s community. 

Michael Farrell 
PRINCIPAL 

  
 
  

 



Deputy Principal’s Message 
 
Commissioning of Mr Michael Farrell  
This morning we were finally able to hold the Opening 
School Mass and Commissioning of our new Principal 
at St Gabriel’s School, Castle Hill after having 

postponed the event due to COVID. 

 

Special guests included Dr Craig Wattam, Executive Director, EREA, 
Mr Peter Leuenberger, Director of Schools, EREA, Br Cyril Bosco, 
former Principal of St Edmund’s College, Mrs Janine Eastham, Parent 
Group Leader St Edmund’s and Mrs Amanda Nassour, Parent Group 
Leader St Gabriel’s together with Mr Farrell’s parents and family. 

 

St Edmund’s was proudly represented by our College Leaders, Lachie, Claire and Ben who had their 
part to play in the Mass, talked with special guests and had a tour of St Gabriel’s new buildings, 
including meeting students from Years 9 and 10.  Claire took part in the Mass by reading one of the 
Prayers of the Faithful.  She spoke clearly and confidently and we were extremely proud of her 
achievement. 

 

St Gabriel’s students’ choir was amazing  - they were so excited, energetic and sang so beautifully.  
Well done to their teacher, Roslyn Elliott and the staff who were supporting them. 

 

Congratulations to everyone involved in this very important event for Mr Farrell, welcoming him and 
making him feel a part of both school communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Kirwan 

Deputy Principal 

 

 



Wellbeing 
Supporting my son and daughter through their teenage years 
We have had a few parents ask about the best way for them to implement their child’s 
SoSAFE ‘My People and Relationships’ book. This book reflects the same language 
and visuals we use within our Pastoral Care program at school. It is also really helpful 
in supporting your child’s relationships with others, as well as understanding the 
meaning and concept of consent. 
 
We have developed a parent/carer resource to support you in your understanding of 
the book, as well as what each page means. This resource will be sent to all families 

via email. We hope you find it beneficial. Another helpful website for parents is Amaze: https://
www.amaze.org.au  
 
There are lots of different supports and resources available on their website, with a particularly helpful 
link to teenagers with autism. This link also provides helpful strategies for all young people with an 
intellectual disability: https://www.amaze.org.au/understand-autism/life-stages/adolescence/  
 

Vanessa Dillon 
Head of Wellbeing 

 

Administration 
A very smooth start to Term 2 with both students and teachers confident of where 
they are going and what’s up next.  For me as the “Timetabler”, this is a big green 
tick!  Hopefully you should have received a copy of the term’s timetable for your 
records at home. If not, please contact your Child’s Homeroom teacher.  
 
Every new term brings about some new changes. I will be taking 11A Homeroom in 
Mrs Anderson’s absence and Mrs Kelly and Mrs Shaw-Taylor will be sharing her 
classes until further notice. 
 

Miss Gilkes is on maternity leave until the end of the year and Mrs Eldridge has taken over Head of 
Teaching and Learning in her absence.  
 
Mrs Gross is now 4 days per week at St Edmund’s, covering some of these classes. This has resulted 
in a few minor subject teacher changes to some classes. 
 
Miss Mulkeen is the new 9M Homeroom teacher and is teaching English across several classes. 
 
Mrs Hong and Mrs Alderton, two very experienced Teachers’ Aides, have joined us three days per 
week to assist with extra support in the classroom.  
 
There will be no swimming during Terms 2 and 3. Students will have double sport once a fortnight and 
years 7-10 will have PE once a week. 
 
Sport will be as follows: 
Monday A, Year 11  - Gymnastics 
Monday B, Year 12  - Students will be doing either practice for EBNO or going to basketball 
Tuesday A, Year 9 – AFL 
Tuesday B, Year 10 - Tennis 
Friday A, Year 7 - Tennis 
Friday B, Year 8 Tennis 
 
As I write this, we are already one week down of what promises to be yet another busy nine week term. 
I’m sure the parent updates on Class DoJo will be coming thick and fast, so please be sure to check 
regularly so that nothing is missed. 

 
Tiffany Hosken 

Head of Administration 

https://www.amaze.org.au
https://www.amaze.org.au
https://www.amaze.org.au/understand-autism/life-stages/adolescence/


Eddie’s Big Night Out  
 
Coming home next week is a flyer for EDDIE’S BIG NIGHT OUT 2022 encouraging parents to attend 
this fabulous high spirited community event.  We’d love you to celebrate with us as there is so much to 
look forward to after having endured a pandemic these past two years.  There is a silver lining! 
 
Join us in celebrating your students’ achievements, talents and skills and through this event be able to 
afford resources and equipment to increase their opportunities to build greater confidence and 
independence. That is worth celebrating! Bring a family member, bring a friend, or bring a neighbour. Our 
students shine at this event. Come along and see for yourself.  
 
There is a chance to WIN a FREE ticket if you book and pay by 20th May! 
 

Thank you 
The Development Team  

 

 



 

 
 

Please use this link  www.trybooking.com/BZETC  to  RSVP to our Mother’s Day Celebration on 
Thursday 5th May. We look forward to sharing in this special event with our parent community. 

https://www.trybooking.com/BZETC


NSWCCC Swimming Championships 
 
Congratulations to the following students who were selected into the BBSSSA Swimming Team to 
compete at the NSWCCC Swimming Championships at Sydney Olympic Park on April 6.  
 

Ben P, Dom, Johann, Niki, Isaac, Isabella and Sophia 
 

All students participated well and enjoyed being involved in this statewide competition. The results are 
outlined below. 
 
Ben 
1st - 50m freestyle- 29.44 PB 
1st - 50m breaststroke-43.68 
1st - 50m butterfly- 33.62 PB 
3rd - 50m backstroke-41.67 
2nd - 100m freestyle- 1:10.96 PB 
Ben also recorded three personal best times on the day. 
 
Dom 
7th - 50m backstroke – 57.95 
 
Johann 
8th - 50m freestyle- 47.71 
 
Isaac  
3rd - 50m backstroke – 1:08.62 
7th - 50m freestyle – 49.91 
 
Isabella 
4th - 50m backstroke – 1:15.15 
6th - 50m freestyle – 1:03.64 
 
Sophia  
6th - 50m breaststroke – 1:26.60 
5th - 50m freestyle – 1:03.64 
 
Ben and Isaac have been selected in the NSWCCC Multi-Class Team to participate in the All-Schools 
Championships at Sydney Olympic Park on Friday June 3. This is an incredible achievement for both 
students. Congratulations to Ben who scored 93 points at the carnival, resulting in him being awarded 
NSWCCC 16-19 Years Multi-Class Champion. Ben and Isaac have now been placed on the Broken 
Bay Honour Board and Ben has a photograph on the CSNSW website.  
 
A special thank you to all parents who attended and supported their children throughout the day. 
 

Lois Horne 
Coordinator, PDHPE and Sport 

 

 
 
Fiver for the Floods 
On the last day of Term 1 we held a Mufti Day for the sole purpose of 
raising money for the victims of the Northern Rivers floods.  Altogether 
we raised $523.20 which is an amazing effort and this money will be sent 
to the Red Cross Flood Appeal.  Thank you to everyone who participated 
in this fun day for a very worthy cause. 
 



Around the College 
From the Parent Group 

 
The countdown has started to the most anticipated event in the St Edmund’s Calendar. 
It is so exciting to be able to hold Eddie's Big Night Out this year!  Fabulous entertainment, 
a night out with colleagues, friends and family and a true celebration of our children and 
their school. You don't need any more reasons to buy a ticket now to secure your spot.  
 
But wait there is one more reason!  
 

Book before 20th May and you go in the draw to win a free ticket! Now that could be  another  silver 
lining! 
 
Wishing all of our Mums, Grandmothers and Carers in our school community a beautiful Mother's Day 
next week. 
 
To celebrate our Mother's Day  there will be a reflection and light breakfast morning on Thursday 5th 
May  7.30 a.m. - 8.30 a.m. in the College hall. Please visit trybooking via Class Dojo to register to 
RSVP. 
 

‘Oh, I’m just a mum,’ you heard women say. Just a mum? Please! Being a mum is 
everything. It’s mentorship, it’s inspirational and it’s our hope for the future.  

Sally Field 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janine Eastham – Tom’s mum 

Parent Group Leader 
 

 Absentees 
If your child is absent from the College for any reason: 
 
 Please phone Ms Acret in the College office or email: secretary@stedmunds.nsw.edu.au on the 

first morning your child is absent so that the homeroom teacher can be advised; and 
 
 A written note (or email) must accompany your child when he/she returns to the College -  this is a 

legal requirement for the class roll. 
 

Requesting Leave during College term (for any reason) 
It is expected that every endeavor is made for students’ leave to be taken during the College holidays.  
If however, this is not possible, a request should be: 
 
 Emailed to  Mr Farrell on  farrell@erses.nsw.edu.au asking for permission and giving the reason 

for the leave.  The necessary form will be emailed back to you to be completed and returned to 
the College.  Mr Farrell will respond to your email, copying in the Homeroom teacher and Ms 
Acret.  This is also a legal requirement for the class roll.  

 



Health Awareness in May  
Heart Week (2-8th May) is an opportunity for the public to start a conversation about heart 

health and the steps we all need to take to reduce our risk of developing heart disease. 
 
With one Australian having a heart attack or stroke every 4 minutes, you have the power to change this 
statistic. 
 
Heart attacks are responsible for causing almost one in 20 deaths in Australia ( leading cause of  death 
in males ) 
 
This equates to one person dying of a heart attack every 74 minutes, or on average 19 people every 
day.  
 
Reduce your risk by eating healthily, get active, stay at a healthy weight, quit smoking and stay away 
from second hand smoke, control your cholesterol and blood pressure, drink alcohol only in moderation, 
manage stress. 

 
Heart fact:  More heart attacks happen on a Monday than any other day of the week. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Asthma Day 3rd May 
 
Australia is helping raise awareness about Asthma. 
 
1 in 9 people in Australia (about 2.7 million) have asthma.  
 
Asthma is a chronic condition that doesn’t discriminate - it affects young and old, famous (David Beckham, Harry 
Styles, Charles Dickens) 
 
With the right education and treatment, we can help people manage asthma to reduce medical 
emergencies. 
 
Whilst back to school can be a scary time for parents, the best way to be prepared is to provide an up-to-
date written Asthma Action Plan, spacer and reliever puffer for your child. 
 
https://ginasthma.org/world-asthma-day-2022 for further information 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alison Andrews 
College Nurse 

https://www.aafa.org/asthma.aspx
https://ginasthma.org/world-asthma-day-2022


Around the College  - Important Dates 
 
Term 2 
Thu 5th May  Mother’s Day Liturgy and Breakfast (please see this Newsletter for booking) 
Fri 6th May  Blessed Edmund Rice Day celebrations  
Tue 10th May  College photos for students  
Tue 24th May  The Dish 
Tue 31st May  Term 2 Mufti Day 
Wed 8th - Fri 10th Jun Years 7 & 8 Camp - Stanwell Tops 
Thu 9th Jun  Men’s Group Meeting 
Mon 13th Jun  Queen’s Birthday public holiday 
Tue 14th Jun  Staff Day (pupil free day)  
Sat 18th Jun  Eddie’s Big Night Out 
Fri 24th Jun  Leadership Assembly 
Fri 24th Jun  Last day of Term 2  

 
Term 3 
Mon 18th Jul  First day of Term 3 for students and staff  
Tue 30th Aug  Term 3 Mufti Day  
Thu 1st Sep  Men’s Group Meeting 
Fri 2nd Sep  Father’s Day Breakfast  
Tue 6th Sep  Athletics Carnival (to be held at PLC Pymble)   
Tue 6th Sep  The Dish 
Wed 21st -  Fri 23rd Sep Senior Retreat 
Fri 23rd Sep  Last day of Term 3  

 
Term 4  
Mon 10th Oct  Staff Day (pupil free day)  
Tue 11th Oct  First day of Term 4 for students  
Tue 25th Oct  Swimming Carnival (to be held at PLC Pymble) new date 
Tue 25th Oct  The Dish  
Tue 8th Nov  Term 4 Mufti Day 
Thu 17th Nov  Men’s Group Meeting 
Fri 25th Nov  Year 12 Graduation Formal 
Wed 30th Nov - Fri 2nd Dec  Year 9 & 10 Camp - Canberra 
Thu 8th Dec  Presentation Day 
Fri 9th Dec  Year 12 Farewell Mass  
Fri 9th Dec  Last day of Term 4 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


