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Newsletter 

Principal’s Message … 
 
 
One of the key values of the Edmund Rice charism is ‘presence’ and therefore we take 
forming relationships and building community very seriously! There has been no 
shortage of things to reflect on recently, and despite the challenges, I want to give 
thanks to our wonderful community of students, staff and parents who strive for the 
best outcomes for our young people. Particularly at this time, our staff have gone 

above and beyond through torrential rain and extra work to cover COVID-19 absent staff. I have never 
seen staff more ‘soaked to the bone’ than I did this week. Their dedication, selflessness, care, and 
compassion was prioritised over the discomfort of wet clothing and damaged shoes. 
 
“Relationships of unconditional compassion, care, equity, peace and reconciliation will invariably foster 
an inclusive, justice-oriented community eager to offer experiences of liberation to all.” EREA 
 
Relationships is another of our College values, all our values having their origin in the Gospel and living a 
full Christian life. Strong, enduring relationships are transformational and life-affirming. Healthy 
relationships that encourage language and actions of hope and love that build our College community. 
Thank you for your relationship with us and for building a community that contributes to a rich educational 
experience for our students and lifelong capabilities and character strengths that underpin a joyful life.  

 
Building Update 
Not a lot to report, unfortunately. The weather is impacting significantly on progress and will result in 
delays. 
 
Personal Plans 
Some of you have already started collaborating with your child’s teacher on a Personal Plan and others 
will have meetings scheduled in the coming weeks. The Personal Plans provide a collaborative approach 
to education strategies for your child and remind us that the education of each child is a team effort. 

 
Wishing you a happy and dry weekend, most likely indoors I suspect. Best wishes for the week ahead. 
 
Michael Farrell  
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Deputy Principal’s Message …  
Personalised Planning and the NCCD 
 

Our Semester 1 Personalised Planning Meetings are underway with parents and 
teachers discussing goals for our students for the semester ahead.  The booking 
portal has now closed so if you still need to book a meeting please email your child’s 
homeroom teacher directly as soon as possible.  As part of looking at adjustments 
made for students, the College also needs to report to the government as part of the 
National Consistent Collection of Data of School Students with Disability 

(NCCD).  Please see on this page some further information about this.  I will continue to provide this 
information to you as well as the types of information shared over the next few College newsletters. 
 
 

Ash Wednesday – 2 March 2022  (Week beginning Monday 28th February)  
 

This week the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, which also marks the beginning of the 
annual Caritas Australia Project Compassion Appeal. Donations to Project Compassion allows Caritas 
Australia, the Catholic Agency for International Aid and Development, to work with local communities 
around the world to end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.  

The theme of Project Compassion 2022 is ‘For All Future Generations’ and reminds us that the good 
that we do today will extend and impact the lives of generations to come. It invites us to make the world 
a better place by working together now and finding long-term solutions to global issues.  We encourage 
you to put your compassion into action this Lent through your prayer, fasting and almsgiving by 
supporting Project Compassion. Donations can be made to the Project Compassion boxes in each 
homeroom or you can donate online via the Caritas Australia website at: lent.caritas.org.au  

Thank you to all the families that sent in a gold coin donation for our Mufti Day last week.  Money 
raised will also go to Project Compassion to help with their work.  

This week we enjoyed pancakes in our classes on Shrove Tuesday.  Thank you to Ali, Wendy and 
Bernie in the office who supported this event.  Students also received ashes in their classes on 
Wednesday afternoon and enjoyed an Ash Wednesday liturgy which was prepared by Year 12 and 
Terry.  We thank them for their effort in preparing this and it was enjoyed by all.  

Rebecca Kirwan 
Deputy Principal 
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Curriculum Chat 
Class Dojo 
Class teachers are sharing photos of what’s happening in classrooms across the 
College via the Class Dojo app.  If you have trouble connecting to your child’s class, 
please email me for assistance (gilkes@stedmunds.nsw.edu.au).  In your parent 
account, you will be able to see general College posts, posts relevant to your child’s 
homeroom, as well as their student portfolio, where teachers can save some of the 
great work they are completing in classes.  Class Dojo also has resources for families 
on their YouTube channel. 
 

Book Club 
Twice a term, Book Club catalogues are sent home with students should they wish to purchase books for 
home.  Books are paid for online and delivered to the College.  With each sale, the College receives 
points which are used to buy learning resources and books for the classroom and library.  For more 
information go to https://scholastic.com.au/parents  
 
Minecraft Club 
Minecraft club is now on Tuesdays and Fridays at lunchtime in the computer room. New members are 
always welcome!  All students have access to Minecraft Education at home using their school logins; you 
can download the app or go to https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/get-started/download.  
 
Remote Learning 
St Edmund’s College is determined to continue to provide individualised education to our students, 
especially in the case of student absence or shift to remote learning.  To assist, students have been given 
access to a variety of online platforms to engage in learning at home.  Letters containing logins for all 
online services have been sent home. If you have any queries, please contact me 
(gilkes@stedmunds.nsw.edu.au). 
 
ClickView Video Library 
Clickview provides students access to G rated educational and entertainment videos.  Students can 
access this library at home by going to https://online.clickview.com.au/. 
 
Studyladder 
Studyladder is an online platform where students complete activities set by their teachers.  Students may 
be assigned work by their teachers.  Students can login at https://www.studyladder.com.au/login/account 
 
Mathletics 
Students have been placed in Mathletics levels by their Maths teachers.  Students use Mathletics in class, 
and can continue at home to work towards awards.  Students can login at https://login.mathletics.com/  
 
ePlatform by Wheelers Books 
The College has a subscription for all students to access eBooks and audio books online.  They can 
access these books though a variety of devices.   
 
What devices can you use ePlatform on? 
Apple devices (eg. iPhone, iPad or iPod Touch (requires iOS7 or higher)) 
Download the app from Apple App Store. 
 
Android devices (eg. Galaxy Tab, Galaxy S, Galaxy Note, HTC devices) 
Download the app from Google Play. 
 
Windows tablets (NOT Windows phones) 
Download the app from Windows store. 
 
Desktop or laptop (PC or Mac) 
Read via your browser or download reader software and create an Adobe ID. See our guide to setting this 
up. 
 
Kobo eReader, Sony eReader or Nook eReader 
Download Adobe Digital Editions and create an Adobe ID. See our guide to setting this up. 
 

See Curriculum Chat continued  over the page …. 
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Curriculum Chat continued … 
 
How do you read eBooks or listen to Audiobooks? 

The simplest way to read eBooks or listen to Audiobooks is to access the free ePlatform app. Through 
this app you can easily find your library (Edmund Rice Special Education Services), then access all your 
titles and read or listen to them via their browser – even if offline, all via their tablet or smartphone. 
 
The app can be accessed on an iPad, iPhone, Galaxy and most other devices.  
 
Using it is as easy as 1-2-3: 
 
1. Download the ePlatform app from the Apple, Google Play or Windows app stores. 
 
2.      Look for the Edmund Rice Special Education Services library and log in - you’ll only need to do this 

once. 
 
3.       Search for, borrow and read or listen to any book you want! 
 
For more information on the app and where to download it from read this app information.  Both the 
ePlatform app and website allow eBooks to be read via your browser. This means users can read either 
online or offline and have access to a full range of display settings so they can customize their reading 
experience to match their preferences. For more on this see our browser reader information. 
 
Audiobooks can be accessed just like the eBooks but for offline listening, you will have to download the 
title first. To download an Audiobook, you only need the ePlatform app - no extra software is acquired. 
After that you can listen to your Audiobook anywhere and anytime. 
More information can be found on the website https://erses.wheelers.co/help/faq  
 

Vivienne Gilkes 
Head of Teaching and Learning  
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Wellbeing 
One of the most important roles we undertake as parents/carers is supporting our young 

people through puberty. By establishing open and honest communication; care, empathy 

and understanding; as well as helpful facts and information,  assists them in developing 

a healthy relationship with their body and sense of self as they navigate the many    

physical, emotional and social challenges that  occur during their growth and              

development at this stage of life. 

 
 

For many parents/carers, it can be difficult to know where to start and how, which is why 

the Planet     Puberty resource was sent home earlier this week to all families Years 7-12. Planet Puberty 

is  facilitated by Family Planning NSW which are an organisation committed to supporting families. It is 

designed     primarily for parents and carers whose children with intellectual disability and autism can 

navigate a new world. Planet Puberty provides helpful resources on the following areas, all of which can 

be accessed online: 

 The body 

 Feeling good 

 Relationships 

 Identity 

 Keeping safe 

Some links that might be of use include: 

Planet Puberty online: -  

https://www.fpnsw.org.au/sites/default/files/assets/Relationship-goals_Resource.pdf 

Planet Puberty workshops: https://www.planetpuberty.org.au/workshops/  

There are two upcoming workshops that may be of interest to you in this month of March – one is titled 

“Emotions: riding the rollercoaster” and the other is “Periods: going with the flow”.  

Both are being facilitated over Zoom. 

Relationship Goals: https://www.fpnsw.org.au/sites/default/files/assets/Relationship-goals_Resource.pdf 
 

 

Aside from Planet Puberty, there are also other services available for parents/carers to access so as to 

provide the best support for their young person as they journey through puberty. These include:  

Relationships and Private stuff: https://www.relationshipsandprivatestuff.com/  This service supports 
young people with intellectual disability to develop social and friendship skills; as well as relationships 
and sexuality knowledge and awareness. They offer counselling and education for individuals, couples or 
small groups who want to: 

 Develop positive relationships, improve communication skills, build confidence in dating, increase their 
self-esteem, express their sexuality appropriately and positively, learn about sex and safety, and discuss 
separation and grief. 
 
They use a combination of narrative, strength-based, cognitive behaviour and solution-focused therapies. 
Sessions for Parents/Carers can also be provided. 
Royal Children’s Hospital Melbourne: https://blogs.rch.org.au/neurodevelopment-and-
disability/2016/03/31/puberty-resources-for-parents-of-children-with-a-developmental-disability/  
 
Whenever I consider my connection with your children here at St Edmund’s, I am mindful of the dignity to 
uphold in each of them. There’s a beautiful quote that I often reflect on that comes from Jane Akiny, and 
it is when such important concepts as puberty arise, that I am mindful of it even more when supporting 
parents/carers. 
 
People with intellectual disabilities are people first — with desires, feelings, aspirations, hope, and 
dreams — just like any other person in society. Our disability should not be used to undermine us and 
deny us of opportunities and the desire to live a full life. -Jane Akinyi, Disability Rights Fund Global Advisor and               
Self Advocate 

Vanessa Dillon 
Head of Wellbeing 
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Around the College 

Centenary Celebrations for Wahroonga Park 
 
Braving the wet weather last Saturday, our College Captain, Lachie and College Vice Captain, Ben 
attended the Centenary celebrations for Wahroonga Park and Rotary Australia/New Zealand.   
 
At the invitation of the Rotary Club of Wahroonga, our student leaders handed thank you gifts to those 
present including Federal, State and local MPs, the Mayor, special guests, and Rotary Club Wahroonga 
members. Joining  the local community, students also unveiled the plaque for the time capsule that has 
been buried in the park as a dedication for its 100 years’ anniversary.   
 
Congratulations Lachie and Ben for representing St Edmund’s College at this very momentous event in 
the life of our beautiful local park.  It is hoped that the time capsule will be opened in 50 years’ time when 
the year will be 2071! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Candice Palin 
Head of Marketing & Communications 



Year 11 Hospitality students learnt how to make orange juice and practised making beverages 
to serve to staff. Students have now completed the first part of this assessment task, well 

done! 

Around the College 



Around the College  - Important Dates 
Term 1 
Tue 8th Mar  Open Day  
Tue 15th Mar  The Dish 
Wed 30th Mar  2021 Year 12 Reunion (pizza night)  
Thu 31st Mar  Men’s Group meeting at St Edmund’s  
Wed 6th Apr  Year 7 Immunisation 
Fri 8th Apr  Last day of Term 1 
 
Term 2 
Tue 26th Apr  Staff Day (pupil free day) 
Wed 27th Apr  First day of Term 2 for students 
Thu 5th May  Mother’s Day Breakfast  
Fri 6th May  Blessed Edmund Rice Day celebrations  
Tue 10th May  College photos for students  
Tue 24th May  The Dish 
Tue 31st May  Term 2 Mufti Day 
Wed 8th - Fri 10th Jun Years 7 & 8 Camp - Stanwell Tops 
Thu 9th Jun  Men’s Group Meeting 
Mon 13th Jun  Queen’s Birthday public holiday 
Tue 14th Jun  Staff Day (pupil free day)  
Sat 18th Jun  Eddie’s Big Night Out 
Fri 24th Jun  Leadership Assembly & Cadet Graduation 
Fri 24th Jun  Last day of Term 2  

 
Term 3 
Mon 18th Jul  First day of Term 3 for students and staff  
Tue 30th Aug  Term 3 Mufti Day  
Thu 1st Sep  Men’s Group Meeting 
Fri 2nd Sep  Father’s Day Breakfast  
Tue 6th Sep  Athletics Carnival (to be held at PLC Pymble)  new date 
Tue 6th Sep  The Dish 
Wed 21st -  Fri 23rd Sep Senior Retreat 
Fri 23rd Sep  Last day of Term 3  

 
Term 4  
Mon 10th Oct  Staff Day (pupil free day)  
Tue 11th Oct  First day of Term 4 for students  
Tue 25th Oct  Swimming Carnival (to be held at PLC Pymble) new date 
Tue 25th Oct  The Dish  
Tue 8th Nov  Term 4 Mufti Day 
Thu 17th Nov  Men’s Group Meeting 
Fri 25th Nov  Year 12 Graduation Formal 
Wed 30th Nov - Fri 2nd Dec  Year 9 & 10 Camp - Canberra 
Thu 8th Dec  Presentation Day 
Fri 9th Dec  Year 12 Farewell Mass  
Fri 9th Dec  Last day of Term 4 

 

 
 

Please note two dates have been changed above: 
Athletics Carnival now Tuesday 6th September; and  
Swimming Carnival now Tuesday 25th October 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Around the College 

Awards  
 

Students of the Week:  
7E Lucy and Sebastian   7V Charlie 
8D Bridie and Daniel U   8F Elle and Brendan 
9C Amie and Saskia   9E Lauren and Bradley 
10J James L and Krish   10S Sonnet and Kavya 
11A Dom and Victoria   11S Anna and David 
12M Ella and Christian   12O Claire and Lorelle 
 
Eddie’s Best:    

7E Xavier     7V Indigo 
8D Riarna      8F    Isaac 
9C Nathan     9E Will 
10J Moses     10S Luke 
11A Olivia     11S Athena 
12M Josh      12O Ben M 

 
Congratulations everyone! 

 
 
 
Congratulations Zane! 
At the NSW Junior State Championships, Zane excelled with  
the following results: 
 
2nd in Long Jump, 
2nd in 1500m 
2nd in 800m 
3rd in 200m  
 
Well done Zane - our St Edmund’s community is very proud of  
your achievements! 



WE ARE EXCITED! 
 

St Edmund’s College is holding a stand 
at the Source Kids Disability Expo  

on March 26-27  
at ICC Sydney.  

 
There will be over 140 businesses showcasing their products and services. 

 
Please register now for your FREE ticket to attend: https://bit.ly/3sr6aO3 

 
We are on Stand 83. Please share with family and friends. 

https://bit.ly/3sr6aO3


YEAR 12 CAFS presents  
SNACKIES - a brand new enterprise! 

 
These items will be on sale at Recess. 

EVERY TUESDAY for $1.00 each!  



Our Open Day for           
prospective families will be 

held in the evening and 
online next week.  

 
Please share this information if 
you know anyone interested in 

enrolling at St Edmund’s for 
2023 or beyond.  

Tickets to go on 
sale  

SOON! 



Men’s Group Gathering  - Term 1 
 
The Men's Group is a quarterly  ‘get together’ for a few drinks and a light dinner with other dads from St 
Edmund’s College and St Lucy's School.  We have lots of laughs, share stories and discuss relevant 
topics around the pressures that our families encounter from day to day.   Come along and bring another 
dad from your child's class! 
 
Our next gathering is Thursday 31st March  
 
6.30 p.m.   Light dinner and drinks 
7.00 p.m.   Discussion 
 
Venue:  St Edmund’s College, Cnr Wahroonga Ave & Burns Road, Wahroonga 
 
RSVP:  Warren or Brendan 
  hopleywarren@hotmail.com  or  brendan.wingrave@gmail.com 
 
 
Dates for our 2022 gatherings are: 
Term 2:  Thursday 9th June  
Term 3: Thursday 1st September 
Term 4: Thursday 17th November  
 
Looking forward to seeing you. 
Warren and Brendan. 
 
Please watch for reminders in these Newsletters and also information on who the guest speakers will be 
at the upcoming meetings. 
 
 

 
 
Absentees 
If your child is absent from the College for any reason: 
 
 Please phone Ms Acret in the College office or email: secretary@stedmunds.nsw.edu.au on the 

first morning your child is absent so that the homeroom teacher can be advised; and 
 
 A written note (or email) must accompany your child when he/she returns to the College -  this is a 

legal requirement for the class roll. 
 
 

Requesting Leave during College term (for any reason) 
It is expected that every endeavor is made for students’ leave to be taken during the College holidays.  If 
however, this is not possible, a request should be: 
 
 Emailed to  Mr Farrell on  farrell@erses.nsw.edu.au asking for permission and giving the reason 

for the leave.  The necessary form will be emailed back to you to be completed and returned to the 
College.  Mr Farrell will respond to your email, copying in the Homeroom teacher and Ms Acret.  
This is also a legal requirement for the class roll.  
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Around the College 
From the Parent Group 

 
There is so much going on at the moment, floods in Sydney and other parts of NSW and 
QLD, war overseas, COVID cases increasing overseas. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
those in communities and countries that are affected.  Also to those of you in our College 
community that may be affected or whose families may be. Please let us know if you need 
assistance or support. When there are so many intense news stories and endless rain, we 
ourselves feel a bit overwhelmed and rattled. Our children often become unsettled and 
anxious. It can be so hard for us to make sense of what is happening let alone expect them 

to process and understand it all.  
 
I have found for us at home old and unrelated behaviours come back when things are so unsettling. 
Below is an article that can help explain floods and also understand what our children might be feeling. I 
find there are lots of social stories aimed at teenagers to help explain uncertainties on the internet. I say 
this because sometimes I forget that Tom may still need them  to help explain complex issues. I thought 
I would share this because it seems so obvious but to me it wasn't. 
 
A note to remember our Parent Group Meeting is to be held on Tuesday 29th March. The format and 
topic TBA. 
 
https://psychology.org.au/getmedia/338c697f-afb9-48e5-96e0-
28ce2b6a62ad/20aps-is-helping-children-floods-p1-(1).pdf 
 

Janine Eastham – Tom’s mum 

Parent Group Leader 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep up the good work Christian! 
 
Our Student Voice leader, Christian, has been working with Matt from Total Print Control to develop 
new signage for some of our College buses.  Here is Christian measuring the dimensions. 

https://psychology.org.au/getmedia/338c697f-afb9-48e5-96e0-28ce2b6a62ad/20aps-is-helping-children-floods-p1-(1).pdf
https://psychology.org.au/getmedia/338c697f-afb9-48e5-96e0-28ce2b6a62ad/20aps-is-helping-children-floods-p1-(1).pdf


NEW COURSES FOR CARERS: 
 

A truly unique development and coaching program for carers, helping them to 
make long-term changes in order to practice self-care, reduce stress, increase 
overall wellbeing and to become a more skilled, balanced, resilient and more 

effective person and carer. 

 
Mondays, 7 Mar - 11 Apr, 12pm to 2:30pm  

 
or 
 

Tuesdays, 8 Mar to 12 Apr, 6:30pm to 9:00pm  
 

Online courses with a maximum of 10 participants per course.   
 

To find out more and express your interest go to: 
 

https://betterlifeforcarers.com.au/upcoming-events 

https://betterlifeforcarers.com.au/upcoming-events

